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MIKE WozNY, CiviL WAR BUFF

Our Tent wasonored to have Mike Wozny as
our guest speaker for our October meeting. Mike
a Civil War buff who was instrumental in forming t
3 Wisconsin Veteran Volunteer Infantry unit in
1974, the first authentic living history unit in the s
He also founded GAR Po
Civil War re-enactors.

Mike descrited the contributions oWisconsin in
the Civil War. 52 regiments from our state fought
overthe course of the wa (A regiment consists of 1000 men.)

In 1861, Wisconsin was not prepared for war. When Gov. Rand3
ceived the call for 1000 men tieewas only 1 sewing machine in the
entire state, at the prison in Waupon for making prisoners uniforms
the new recruits were sent in gray state militia uniforms. During"the
Battle of Bull Run they were attacked from both sides because of t

In 1862, 24,000 soldiers were lost in 2 days duriegBhttle of

ARl s Mo RI(TsN=T{[e -0 [CH Shiloh. Mrs. Harve, wife of the governor, was instrumental in
W ISR [ NI RWETRIEINERWVEREY organizing medical supplies and doctors within a week of the battle
e (o[ NI R CINRCISTUSN I QCIOSR (=0 having them sent by riverboat to Shiloh. @ae way home, the
SIS NIRRT R=IOEE [SRW OISl Governor slipped off the boat and drowned. A doctor from Sharon
(o[ (VS WA [l g1 e [ MM (e [SWBIEIENY tried to save him by extending his cane to him, but the current was
[SI(e](Tor=1 ISTe [ =T A M S T i [l strong. Mrs. Harvey continued dm work for the WI troops
(o[e]lploQ{=ET (g M s R [Ne([e[REReIBYl:  The Indian scare in 1862 causadch panic and confusion in
(TN A= [e eIl TEAVEE IV e oS M\l \Wisconsin. When Chief Rd Cloud attacked families in New Ulm, M
(=R (NI EVER NS SIBVENEN the 23" WI was just about to go south to join the war. They were se
SRRl R ellig (i g[STEMs DM ETO M Minnesota instead, and some of the men were ready to deseitp. 3)
each served in the Civil War.
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FRATERNITY , CHARITY , LOYALTY

The next meeting of Detached Tent #23
will be heldat 6:30pn onNovember 262013

at the Delavan Community Centre.
Refreshments will be provided Iha McErlean & Carol Bakko
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MADDI TRIPLETT G CIVIL WAR ANCESTOR

Maddi Triplett, a seventh grader from Burlington, veasardechonorable meton
n a recent essay contest sponsdngthe Walworth CountfFamily History Fair She
has graciously allowed our Tent to publteis essayabout her favorit@ncestor.

My Favorite Ancestor: Jenn&ade

My sixth great aunt and favorite ancestor is Jennie Wade. Jennie Wade wa
only Civilian killed during the battle of Gettysburg. She was also the only civilia
killed in all of Gettysburg. There were other people killed after the battle in othe
towns besides Gettysburg. Most deaths after the battle were from people picki
unexploded objects from the war. Jennie was born on May 21, 1843 on Baltim
Street,Gettysburg Pennsylvania. Her birth name was Mary Virginia Wage, but s
was later called Jennie, Gin, and Ginnie, most likely because of theyencher
middle name, Virginialt may also have come from a misprint in the newspaper. :

Jennie was the sewd child of five children in her family. Three were younger, and one older. The th
younger siblings were her brothers. The youngest brother, Henry Marion, was born on February 4, 18
Samuel Swan, the middle brother, was born on August 6, 1851 andn A Jack o James,
1846, was the oldest brothétfer older sister Georgiana had one baby boy with John Lewis McClellan na
Louis Kenneth McClellan, who lived from 18439 4 1 . He was born the day
soldiersmoved into Gettysburg. MaryAnnFilBYade and James Wade wer e
her mother often made bread together for the soldiers fighting in the war. They also filled their cantee
fresh water. Before Jennie died, she becamegenb@® Corp. Jonathan Skelly. He was a Confederate sol
that was fighting in the Battle of Gettysburg who was later injured, and taken hostage at Winchester on
13, 1863. John later died on July 12, 1863 in a Virginia hospital. Isaac Brinkedso# oy who was also
very c¢l|l ose t osaatwawmb year 0ldboy tlrandenhig and herlfamily cared for while his mot
wor ked. During the battle of Gettysburg was -(
ridge Stret whi |l e watching | saac and her younger br
a few days. Jennie also took the boys there to help Georgia because she had just given birth to her ba

Nobody knew that July 3, 1863 was gotogoe a tragic day. Nobody knew a bullet was going to hit
someone at Georgia McClellanés house at 548 B3
was standing in Georgiabds kitchen mafightingqthe batle
when a bullet came through the kitchen door. At 8:00a.m., a bullet from a Confederate sharpshooter ri
pierced her in the back, killing Jennie instantly. Jennie was 20 years old when she died. In her apron |
pictr e of Jack Skelly and a small purse were fo
screamed very loud and soldiers came running to help. The family then went down to the cellar where
safer. The sol di ethesellar because éelt malherinad iretuged to leavedhgr lyingpo
kitchen floor. The family later held a ceremony for Jennie in the cellar. After it was safec o me u
body was buried in the yard ofied@ere forgiboat&ismohtims.u lsate
her body was moved to the cemetery adjoined td
body was then moved to her final resting place, Evergreen Cemetery. Jack Skelly, her fiancé, is burieg
her inEverareen Cemeterv.(continued on paae 3)

Words of wisdom from General William Tecumseh Sherman
fiThe scenes on this field would have cured anybody obwar.
fWar is cruelty. There is no use trying to reform it. The crueler it is, the soonerlievaiterd
fil am tired and sick of war. Its glory is all moonshine. It is only those who have neither fired a shot nor heard th
shrieks and groans of the wounded who cry aloud for blood, for vengeance, for desolation. War is hell.
filf forced to choosbetween the penitentiary and the White House for four years, | would say the penitentiary, thank




(Mike Wozny continuedheywanted to fight Rebels, not Indians.
Rumors started in Superior thtae Indians were going tiseupin
Wisconsin and spread throughout the state as families got in their
wagons and fled south. When the governor sent the militia up north to
check out theituation, they rode around for tweeeks before coming

upon an Indian chief waving a white hankye told them the Indians
headed north to Canadaorried that the white men were going crazy

Alsoin 182 the Western Brigade, which consisted of tfé 8"
and 7" Wisconsininfantry and the 19 Indiana infantry, got the
ni ¢ k n a niren Biigahdod&om General Hooker aftérfought
valiantly in theBattle of South Mountain.

1863 saw the fall of Vicksburg and Gettysburg. THead &' lost
many men, and the Brigade was never the same after that. During the
Battle of Chickamauga, Col. Haig from Whitewater war shot by a
snipershortly after he received a letter about the birth of his daughter
and requested that his bollg buried besideer. As a group of
Walworth County soldiers were about to be overrun, they chose to stay
and try to save their oaons. They were able to save one of the six
guns at a heavy cost: 26 of the 52 men lost their lives in the effort.

General Sherman walibick over shattered artillery shells on battle
flelds to see where they came from, which is what prompted him to
start thinking about Atlanta and his March to the Sea. He admired
Wisconsin soldiers antied to get as many to join him as he could,
sayip " One Wi sconsin regiment is e
first Thanksgiving since Lincoln declared it a national holiday came
during his March. His men were enjoying a @yeasting in
Midgeville when tworaggedy, skeletal men staggered down Main
Street. They had just escaped from Andersonville, and their condition
enragedthemeff.hey swore they woul d fAma
burned many farms and plantations.

After the Confederates surrendered in 1868re was a $100,000
reward forthe captureof Jefferson Davis, who had gone on the.run
Wisconsin cavalry spotted him first areported it to their hgade
commander, who was from Michigan. Michigan troops got to Davis
first and fired on the Wiscoirstroops as they approached. Thvis-
corsin men were wounded and thidehigan men were killed. Later
in court, the MI troops would claim they thought the WI troops were
rebels, while the WI troops claimed the MI troops were trying te pre
vent them from claiming the reward@hey both receied the reward.

After the war, the GAR became the most powerful volilog in
America, and were responsible for getting at least 4 presidents ele
getting money for monuments, estahigjMay 31 as Decoration Day
building the Wisconsin Vetens Home at King, and gettinmgensions
for widows. Many times an 8@earold veteran would marry a young
woman in her teens with the agreement that if she took care of hi
his old age, she would receive his war pension. In 1960 there wer;
40 Civil War widows collectina nensions.

Jennie Wade House Blonument



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=jennie+wade+monument&id=A6B3B24F3D4D707CED2C981A5CFA58EBC97A53C2&FORM=IQFRBA

